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Mr. Speaker, in one bill, this House is 

addressing the health care needs of our 
children and our seniors. 

f 

DON’T OUTSOURCE AMERICAN 
JOBS TO IMPORT LESS OIL 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, let’s talk just for a moment 
about what the impact would be if the 
Democrats’ plan to arbitrarily impose 
draconian fuel standards on our domes-
tic automobile industry were to be en-
acted. First of all, our cars would get 
smaller, less safe, more expensive and 
more likely to be built in foreign coun-
tries. 

Because American automobile com-
panies lose money on every American- 
built small car, these vehicles would 
have to be built in low-wage foreign 
countries like Mexico, China, Korea or 
Japan. More American automobile 
workers will lose their jobs. In order to 
meet the new Federal regulations, ex-
perts suggest prices will be going up by 
more than $6,000 per vehicle. 

The Democrats’ CAFE proposal is 
nothing more than a stealth tax on 
American families and businesses. It 
will put smaller, less safe cars on our 
roadways, increasing traffic injuries 
and deaths, and the efforts to reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil will be 
outsourced to cheap foreign labor. Does 
that sound like a good plan to you? 

f 

DEMOCRATS DELIVER ON PROM-
ISE TO CHANGE THE WAY BUSI-
NESS IS DONE IN WASHINGTON 

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
when Democrats took control of Con-
gress in January, we vowed to make 
some changes around here. The Amer-
ican people were rightfully disgusted 
by several examples of unethical be-
havior that made this entire institu-
tion look bad. The Senate and House 
have now reconciled differences be-
tween two different lobbying reform 
bills passed earlier this year. Today, 
the House will give final approval to 
the Honest Leadership and Open Gov-
ernment Act. 

The bill requires greater trans-
parency of lobbyists so they are more 
accountable to the American people. 
Specifically, the bill requires lobbyists 
to file their lobbying activities in an 
electronic database that is accessible 
to the public. It also ends the K Street 
Project by prohibiting Members of 
Congress and their staff from attempt-
ing to influence employment decisions 
in exchange for political access. 

Mr. Speaker, congressional Demo-
crats said we were going to change the 
way business is done here, and today 
we will deliver on that promise by 

passing the Honest Leadership and 
Open Government Act. 

f 

FREE TRADE CREATES 
PROSPERITY FOR ALL 

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CALVERT. Since 2000, foreign 
trade has increased by more than 20 
percent. During that same time, more 
than 7 million new jobs have been cre-
ated. Simply put, free trade works. 

I strongly urge Congress to move for-
ward with passing the recently nego-
tiated trade agreements with South 
Korea and Colombia. These agreements 
will bring down barriers in two of the 
fastest growing markets in Asia and 
South America. American business sec-
tors such as automobiles, agriculture, 
textiles and services will be allowed 
unprecedented access. In addition, fa-
vorable trade environments will be cre-
ated for intellectual property, tele-
communications and workers. 

As Congress continues to examine its 
trade policy, we should not forget to 
take a close look at what we can do 
here at home to maximize the benefits 
of free trade while minimizing its im-
pacts. 

Mr. Speaker, since 2000, southern 
California has seen a 40 percent in-
crease in container traffic on road and 
rails. This is causing serious transpor-
tation problems for both businesses 
and constituents in my district. The 
Nation must address this concern so 
that businesses can receive their goods 
efficiently and Americans are not over-
whelmed by increased freight traffic. 
Fortunately, free trade affords us the 
resources we need to address its infra-
structure impacts so that the pros-
perity it creates is shared by all. 

f 

PROVIDING COST-EFFECTIVE 
HEALTH INSURANCE FOR UNIN-
SURED CHILDREN 

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, 
last week, House Democrats unveiled 
the Children’s Health and Medicare 
Protection Act, a bill that reauthorizes 
CHIP, ensures millions of children re-
ceive the health benefits they need, 
and protects Medicare for American 
seniors. The bill comes a week after 
the National Governors’ Association, 
made up of both Democrats and Repub-
licans, called for urgent action to reau-
thorize the CHIP program. 

Unfortunately, while strengthening 
CHIP has broad bipartisan support 
from our Nation’s Governors and the 
U.S. Senate, the Bush administration 
and congressional Republicans oppose 
efforts to strengthen the program so it 
does not continually run out of money. 

As a professional social worker, I rec-
ognize the threat to America’s chil-
dren, and I must protest. Instead, they 

are proposing to underfund the pro-
gram significantly, which would cause 
millions of children to lose coverage, 
including children in my own State of 
New Hampshire and States across the 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, ensuring America’s 
children have affordable health care 
costs less than $3.50 a day to cover a 
child. House Democrats are committed 
to passing this cost-effective health 
coverage for millions of uninsured chil-
dren. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KATIE KNOPF 
ON HER MAYOR FOR A DAY ESSAY 

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring attention to an out-
standing program in my congressional 
district, the Sixth District of Illinois. 
It is the Mayor for a Day Essay Contest 
hosted and sponsored by the Character 
Counts in Elmhurst Coalition in Elm-
hurst, Illinois. 

This year’s winner, a winner from 
among 1,000 entries of first through 
eighth graders, is Katie Knopf. When 
asked the question, what should a per-
son living in Elmhurst do and what 
should their responsibility be, she said 
to work as much as she possibly can on 
her schoolwork, to do volunteer work 
to contribute to the community. ‘‘It is 
my responsibility,’’ she said, ‘‘to set a 
good example for the younger children 
in my neighborhood. All in all, I need 
to be a good and caring person.’’ 

Indeed, Katie. Well done. Good advice 
for us all. 

f 

HOUSE DEMOCRATS ADDRESS 
HEALTH CARE NEEDS OF AMER-
ICA’S CHILDREN 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, 10 years ago, the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program, 
better known as CHIP, was created as a 
partnership between the States and the 
Federal Government to ensure that 
more children would have access to 
health insurance. Over the last decade, 
it has been received as a strong, bipar-
tisan effort. 

The success of the program is not 
questioned. Thanks to CHIP, the num-
ber of uninsured children has decreased 
every year for the last decade, except 
for this past year when the number of 
children actually increased. 

This week, the House will vote on the 
CHAMP Act, a bill that strengthens 
the Children’s Health Program so that 
it reaches nearly all of the children 
that are eligible for the program. Cur-
rently, CHIP reaches 6 million, but 
there are 6 million kids that aren’t in-
sured yet. 

Today, there is simply not enough 
funding to enroll more children. But 
that is going to change this week, 
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